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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Every industry has its stars.  Some are known for their outrageousness, versatility, talent, or infamy.  Whether its Bill Gates, Steven Spielberg, Nolan Bushnell, or John Glenn, some names stand out above others.

Stardom, however, is not to be confused with heroism.  Stars exemplify talent, while heroes demonstrate values.  This month, we bid adieu to my personal hero.

Many people found it ironic that the actor who played Superman would suffer an injury that confined him to a wheelchair.  Such cynics rarely saw that it was his response to that very accident that made Christopher Reeve into a hero.  His courage and hope, his determination and ability to rise above his body and insist that he was still himself, made him a hero.  He rose to this role, a more demanding one than any he ever played on stage.

There are many people in this world whom I admire, and I am relieved to share their company on Syndicomm Online during both happy moments, and sad ones such as these.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
The Macintosh occasionally offers situations analogous to those on other platforms.  Problems tend to be rarer, but when a user reported a missing seven gigabytes of hard drive space, various solutions were offered in Category 9, Topic 2: OS X Miscellany.  Also, many Windows users use Internet Explorer as their web browser, simply because they are unaware of alternatives.  Likewise, Mac users often rely on Apple's own Safari - but other browsers do exist.  Contemplate alternatives such as Firefox in Category 11, Topic 22: Other Web Browsers.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Category 24, Topic 21: SideClick is the home for the program initially entered into the KansasFest 2004 HackFest contest under the name "PapaSan".  Eric Shepherd is creating this IIgs utility for which any programmer will be able to devise plug-ins.  Look at its possibilities and programming guidelines in this topic.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Show business is full of beginnings and endings.  Sadly, many endings have occurred this year, most recently marked by the passings of actors Rodney Dangerfield and Christopher Reeve; read their biographies and their fans' comments in Category 2, Topic 8: Fade to Black.  On television, a new season of "Star Trek: Enterprise" launches into space in Category 13, Topic 6.  And in Category 30, Topic 1: Misc. Movie Discussion, we suggest classic "must-see" movies, such as "The Sting".

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The holiday season is ramping up!  November brings not only significant software launches, such as first-person action games Metroid Prime 2 (Category 14, Topic 11) and Halo 2 (Category 30, Topic 5), but also a new hardware system: the Nintendo DS.  The Nokia N-Gage is, by most accounts, a failure, having been reduced in price from $300 to $100 in just a year of shelf life in a desperate attempt to get it off store shelves.  The Nintendo DS, meanwhile, will likely enjoy the same success as Nintendo's other handhelds, while beating the Sony PSP, due in 2005, to market.  Read about these and other handhelds in Category 39.

Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
For diabetics, the A1C count becomes a vital statistic of your wellbeing.  In Category 4, Topic 2: Diagnosing Diabetes, we discuss exactly what this number means and how to read it.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Many modern literary tales are simply respun from old yarns.  Few classic authors defined as many cliches and has work as well known as The Bard himself, William Shakespeare.  In Category 51, Topic 1: General Discussion of Fiction, we find ourselves comparing our favorite plays, both to each other and more recent works, and debating whether such scripts are meant to be read or seen performed.

Politics & Policy
Page 1600
Keyword: POLITICS
-----------------
The Policy and Politics forum salutes democracy in all its glory on Election Day (November 2) by holding a real-time conference starting when the polls close on the east coast -- 5:00 PM Pacific Standard Time -- and ending whenever the networks all agree who will be president for the next four years.  It's looking to be quite the slugfest, so drop by and spend the evening watching the tally, or pop in and out to share your thoughts.  We're at page 1600, keyword POLITICS.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
